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BT  S.  R.  SMITH. 


a  new  energy  prompted  the  progress  of  mi*  I  impurtHRce  to  human  happincM.  Try  bM 

_  ture,  and  Uie  joyous  reaper,  laden  with  i  the  experiment  in  your  apprrbrnaien^in* 

ORIGINAL  SERMON — NO.  XXV.  **  some  thirty,  sixty,  or  an  hundred  fold,”  i  stead  of  being  the  proprietors  of  Ihcas  afni* 

BT  s.  R.  SMITH.  renews  tlie  triumphs  of  his  “harvest  home.”  I  ling  hills  and  Tallies,  see  thrm  ibe  aolo 

^  ,  V..  wu  _ _ _  Another  reason  of  thanksgiving  exists  in  ;  property  in  perpetuity  of  some  tinselled  and 

**u!efoarthUay  of  SX»veroOcrfi^"!i^ie  *^601000, the  fact  that  we  have  health.  When  an  haughty  lord,  while  yourselves  are  the  sIgtco 
atihe  Free-Churcli  in  ciioion,  N.  Y.  appalling  epillemic  is  spreading  its  terrors  of  his  caprice,  and  doomed  to  toil  for  hit 

j^ote. _ The  following  discourse  was  pre-  over  this  whole  earth — when  “the  pesti-  emolument.  You  may  neither  boy  nor 

pared  in  connexion  with  one  which  was  to  have  lence  walketh  in  darkness  and  desolate's  at  sell*— neither  fill  your  garners  nor  feed  your 
teen  delivered  in  the  morning.  That  was  su-  noon-day,”  it  is  no  small  matter  to  hold  the  '  households  till  your  master  is  served, 
perceded  by  circumstances,  over  which  it  was  tenure  of  health  unimpaired.  This,  how-  There  are  those  who  writhe  undtr  iheso 
impossible  to  exert  any  control.  The  conse-  ever,  has  been  very  generally  granted  to  us  I  and  other  burdens,  from  which  you  ar*. 
quence  is,  that  instead  of  a  general  view  ot  the  and  to  our  friends;  and  perhaps  at  no  one  I  and  ever  have  been,  entirely  exempied.>» 
rea.sona,  fitness  and  pleasures  orgratilude,  the  pgvio,|  (jg,,  exemption  from  disease  of  every  j  And,  in  view  of  all  this,  may  we  not  aay 
occasions  and ftiels,  whicn  particularly  demand  description  been  more  general  than  at  the  you  are  a  favored  and  a  happy  people,  your 

pr^n". 

.™  .Jl  th«  cn  b.  Jier.  p.,».nt.d  ,  Till,  f.c  t  in.y  m.l  ,tnke  every  mind  »i.li  yegr  dnuflilcni  l  ie  pelnhed  plter,  of  . 
to  the  public,  the  same  force — for  too  many  of  us  are  in-  painre.  Another  ioundniion  of  indiVMluail 

-Huppyhiti.aipe«pieii.aiisinsuchacasciyea,hap-  dined  to  dwell  more  particularly  upon  the  gratitude  is  laid  in  the  social  and  iniellecliNl 
py  is  ihat  people  wiidoe  Omi  is ihe  Lord."  Pi<.cxiiv:  13.  dark  shades  in  the  drapery  of  lile — to  take  privileges  and  blessings  which  you  enjoy. 

The  Psalmist  had  been  enumijraling  the  alarm,  and  with  it  false  views  ;  and  hence  Never,  in  any  other  age  or  country,  weru 
particular  blessings  which  he  considered  forever  brood  over  calamities  w  hich  have  no  these  so  numerous,  so  equal,  or  so  great. 
desirable,  in  order  to  fill  up  the  measure  of  existence.but  in  a  disordered  imagination — a  Until  the  invention  of  the  art  of  prinb- 
human  happiness,  IVoni  whidi  he  drew  the  temper  and  disposition  w  hich  not  unfrequent-  ing,  the  mass  of  mankind  were  bnrn  tn 
conclusion  stated  in  the  text.  And  if  this  ly  generate  some  of  the  most  hopeless  an-'  j  ignorance,  as  to  an  inheritance.  And  siura 
conclusion  is  correct,  as  it  no  doubt  is,  remediless  of  human  woes — a  torpor  b  .li  i  the  discovery  of  that  most  important  art. 
then  the  enjoyment  of  similar  and  greater  of  the  mental  and  physical  faculties.  j  such  has  been  the  force  of  Gosiom  and  tha 

blessings,  by  any  other  people,  will  secure  There  is  also  a  strange  fierverscness  of  influence  of  power,  that  comparaliTely  few 
to  them  the  same  or  a  greater  amount  of  mind,  in  recollecting  minutely  the  misfor-  enjoyed  the  privileges  of  intellectual  cul* 
happiness.  Tliat,  as  individuals,  as  a  na-  tunes,  sicknesses  and  distresses  through  ture.  All  the  means  of  instruclinn  wera 
tion,  and  es|iecially  ns  UniversalisU,  we  which  we  may  have  passed,  while  years  engrossed  by  the  rich  and  the  powerfiil. 
enjoy  all  tlie  important  privileges  here  de-  of  comfort  arc  suflTered  to  pass  into  oblivion,  and  the  common  peufile,  of  every  country, 
signaled,  and  many  others  and  greater  than  And  there  is  not  a  doubt  that  many  will  al-  were  left  to  tread  the  braten  path  of  inlcl- 
were  then  appreciated,  none  will  question  :  most  forget  that  they  have  any  reasons  of  lectunl  darkness  and  slavery, 
and  that  we  are  consequently  more  itn|>e-  gratitude,  in  the  reinembrnnce  of  their  own  With  you  it  is  for  otherwise.  ElemeiMa- 
riously  required  to  count  up  the  number  of  alarm,  an<l  the  agitation  of  the  public  mind,  ry  books  of  science  ore  both  multiplied  and 
our  blessings,  their  nature  and  their  mag-  on  account  of  the  pestilence  which  has  vi-  simplified.  Iicyond  all  previous  example ; 
nitude,  that  we  may  “  render  thanks  unto  sitc-d  our  land,  the  past  summer.  But,  so  and  subjects  the  must  alistmae  and  uninla* 
the  Lord,  and  pay  our  vows  unto  the  Most  for  from  diminishing,  it  has  in  reality  mul-  resting  to  the  learner,  are  rendered  exeacii- 
lligh.”  It  shall,  therefore,  be  the  business  tiplied,  the  reasons  of  our  praise.  Cer-  ingly  captivating  by  practical  illustratiena. 
of  your  speaker  to  lay  before  you  a  cata-  tainly  he  who  returns  unhurt  from  the  bat-  The  youth,  who,  without  these  means, 
logue  of  the  principal  and  distinguishing  tie-field  will  find  causes  nf  gratitude,  of  would  have  languished  in  hopeless  igno- 
blessings  of  which  we  are  the  recipients,  which  the  quiet  citiztui,  remote  from  alarm  ranee,  or  lingered  on  the  borders  of  science 
that  we  may  feel  the  weight  of  our  obliga-  and  danger,  can  form  no  adequate  idea.  So  without  ever  passing  its  boundaries,  now  ^ 
tions.  when  terror  and  death  have  stiiod  in  every  enter  its  hrund  fields  with  a  firm  alep  and  * 

I.  As  indiciduah  we  have  masons  fur  path — when  health  was  no  security,  and  steady  eye,  and  embrace  and  bear  away  its 
gratitude  of  no  ordinary  character.  To  the  temperance  and  virtue  no  sure  protection—  richest  treasures.  Nor  are  these  the  privi- 
common  enjoyment  of  life  and  health  there  when  prevention  was  hopeless,  and  medi-  leges  of  wealth  alone.  The  poor  come  in 
are  appended  blessings  which  are  neither  cine  without  use — when  sympathy  induced  for  their  share,  and  for  an  rqwd  interest  in 
few  nor  small :  and  among  these,  we  should  disease,  and  disease  was  death,— to  escape  the  cultivation  of  the  young  mind.  Fsw 
not  omit  to  reckon  the  abundance  of  the  the  spreading  calamity  as  we  have  dune,  are  so  degraded  as  not  to  wish  their  chUV 
present  year.  Not  that  y<iur  supplies  are  demands  our  highest  gratitude— our  hearts’  dren  well  informeil.  and  fewer  still  *#• 
more  varied  or  greater,  in  general,  than  best  praise.  *  pressed  with  poverty  that  they  cfiniiot  com* 

those  which  have  crowned  the  lafoirs  of  W  e  may  also  reckon  among  our  princi-  mand  the  means  of  giving  them  •  resfeeto- 
former  seasons.  But  it  is  an  unliNikcd-for  pal  blessings,  the  prosperity  given  to  the  hie,  if  not  a  finislied,  ^urntiou.  In  this 
supply.  An  unprnpitious  seed-time,  sue-  pursuits  of  industry  ;  and  the  continuance  Stale,  particularly,  the  beneruleatdesifcs  of 
cceiled  by  a  period  of  germination  chilled  of  the  privilege  of  using  and  a|ipropriating,  piMir  parents  are  carried  forwaivl  to  thatr 
by  wintry  winds,  gave  little  promise  of  the  in  your  own  way.  what  y«iu  call  your  own.  gratification  by  the  public  aid— uol  aa  a  rho- 
wonted  harvest.  But  He  who  built  the  It  is  indeed  diflicult  to  appreciate,  in  all  its  rity,  but  as  an  encouragemeal. 
heavens,  knows  when  and  where  to  turn  force,  a  blessing,  the  opposite  or  privation  It  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  amount 
the  hand  of  his  power.  The  summer  came,  of  which  we  have  never  known.  Hence,  lof  social  comfort  which  resulta  from  duo 
and  with  it  the  dews,  and  rains,  and  genial  what  may  be  regarded  as  a  very  trifling  pri- 1  state  of  things.  For  where  an  iniaUeelnBl 
sunshine,  and  vegetation  received  life vilege,  comes,  in  fart,  to  be  one  of  primary  '  darknem,  deeper  and  more  ialaM*  dM  tko 


pll^ictil  WackneSB  which  covered  the  land  require;  nnd,  by  consequence,  many  thou-  sures  of  the  magistrates  who  administer  thf? 
of  Egypt,  would  otherwise  have  sunk  the  sands  of  persons,  educated  in  tlie  midst  of  government.  And  every  violation  of  tha 
human  mind  in  brutality  and  wretchedness,  refinement.and  accustomed  to  luxurious  ha-  chartjred  riglitsof  the  body  politic  is,  at 
the  very  sun  of  science  p«»urs  its  generous  bits,  are  annually  turned  upon  community  once,  and  most  eflectnally  acted  upon.-» 
and  renovating  beams  over  the  rising  gene-  to  seek  their  fortune  and  their  bread.  "To  Tliose  who,  jn  the  most  trifling  particular, 
rutioni  ■•nd  wakens  and  sustains  the  social  dig  they  cannot — to  beg  they  are  ashamed,”  violate  the  principles  prescribed  by  the  con- 
powers  in  rational  exercise.  and  the  consequence  is,  too  frequently,  a  stitufion,  or  the  pledges  which  are  supposed 

'  But  there  is  another  view  of  this  impor-  resort  to  unworthy,  if  not  vici«»us,  pursuits,  to  liave  been  made  ii»r  the  faithful  perfornt- 
tanitubject,  in  whicii  the  moralist,  as  well  and  a  tmnl  alienation  from  the  family  cir-  ance  of  duty,  are,  in  due  course  of  time, 
«»  Hie  philanthropist  takes  a  deep  and  live-  cle  and  the  home  of  their  fathers.  hurled  from  the  scats  of  authority,  and 

\j  interest.  A  well  informed  community  Nor  docs  tl>c  evil  end  here,  this  system  doomed  to  walk  the  ctimmon  path  of  pri- 
it  always  the  most  virtuous.  And  it  is  so,  tends  to  discourage  enterpriie  and  prevents  vale  citizens.  How  different  (his  from  the 
not  because  the  moral  faculties  are  mure  that  generous  emulation,  which,  while  it  situation  of  those  who  hate  not  the  privilege 
auaccptiblc,  but  because  they  are  developed,  gives  energy  to  business,  gives  also  to  each,  of  uttering  their  seniimeats  respecting  the 
The  cultivated  mind  finds  means  and  sub-  what  is  preferable  to  poverty  or  riches— a  tnensures  of  go^•ernIneBt,  and  who,  if  they 
jects  of  rational  and  innocent  employment,  decent  competence.  had,  have  no  means  of  redress — but  who, 

to  which  others  are  entire  strangers.  Be-  Previous  to  the  independence  of  the  Uni-  hy  a  rigorous  system,  are  only  permitted  to 
sides  this,  there  is  an  honest  pride,  if  we  ted  States,  this  system  of  monopoly  had  wear  their  chains  while  life  lasts,  and  then 
may  so  call  it.  or  if  you  prefer  the  term,  a  become  more  or  less  established  in  this  to  consign  them  to  their  children  as  an  in¬ 
decent  ambition  to  sustain  a  character,  and  country,  and  its  elementary  processes  had  hcritance  which  time  and  labor  has  very  lit- 
to  meet  the  expectations  of  friends,  which  obtained  great  influence  in  this  State.  Pat  tie  improved. 

exalts  him  above  the  low  and  base  tricks  of  American  principles  have  nearly  annihita-  But  with  the  blessings  which  yod  enjoy, 
fraud  and  dissipation,  and  pushes  the  youth  ted  these  nristuerneies,  by  equalizing  the  there  are  associated  considerations  of  a  must 
forward  in  the  path  of  honor,  integrity  and  rights  of  heirs,  and  preventing  immoderate  interesting  nature.  Tlte  oniversal  patron- 
virtue.  pvirtialities  in  the  distribution  of  estates. —  age  extended  to  public  j'ouriials,  induces 

These  are  your  privileges — the  high  pri-  Within  a  very  few  years  past,  some  of  the  men  of  the  first  talents,  and  of  the  highest 
vilege  of  your  children,  and  of  this  wlude  richest  estates  have,  in  consequence  of  divi-  scientific  attainments  to  engage  in  their  pub- 
community.  "  Blessed  is  that  people  that  sion,  reduced  several  of  their  proprietors  to  licution.  The  passing  current  of  general 
lain  such  a  case  ;  yea,  happy  is  that  |)eople  an  income  little  above  that  of  some  of  their  news  constitutes  hut  a  small  prtrtion  of  the 
■whose  God  is  the  Lord.”  former  tenants.  Consequently  an  immense  contents  of  the  numerous  publications  of 

•  II.  National  blessings.  On  the  eve  of  power  is  thus  prevented  from  accuntulatinn  the  age.  They  are  enriched  by  the  finest 

the  great  political  contest,  which  is  to  dc-  in  the  hands  of  a  few  individual.s,  the  hu-  productions  of  literary  taste,  by  the  most 
terminc  who  shall  be  our  principal  mngis-  milinting  distinction  l)ctweon  master  and  profound  speculations*  of  scientific  men, 
trates  fiir  a  time,  and  when  almost  every  servant  abolished,  and  overgrown  wealth,  and  rendered  practically  useful  by  discus- 
member  of  community  is  more  or  less  ac-  and  extreme  poverty  in  n  great  degree  pre-  sions  of  the  merits  and  value  of  recent  dis- 
4aated  by  excited  feelings  ;  your  speaker  is  vented.  eoveries  and  inventions. 

•dmnnished  to  avoid  those  subjects  w  liicli  2.  Another  national  blessing  exists  in  the  The  weekly,  or  the  daily  newspaper, 
constitute  the  points  of  discrimination  he-  right  of  pursuing  your  own  proper  busi-  from  its  matter  and  its  use,  becomes  the  ob^ 
tween  different  and  conflicting  parties. —  ness,  or  calling,  without  the  officious  in-  ject  of  universal  interest ;  and  every  family 
And  he  can  do  this  the  more  cheerfully  termcddling  of  some  servant  of  the  govern-  finds  in  its  coltimns  b<jth  amusement  and 
from  the  fullest  conviction  that  it  is  matter  ment.  In  the  most  enlightened  govern-  instruction — instruction  of  the  first  import- 
of  no  consequence  to  him,  who  fills  the  ments  of  Europe,  a  system  of  espionage  is  ance  to  the  public  welfare  and  to  the  fniur# 
teals  of  authority,  so  long  as  our  chartered  kept  in  perpetual  and  active  operation.  No  usefulness  of  the  rising  generation.  ChiK- 
rights  are  preserved  inviolate,  and  our  per-  man  can  travel  without  a  multitude  of  pass-  dren  soon  learn  to  appreciate  the  value  of 
tons,  our  possessions,  and  our  privileges  ports  and  permits — nor  arrive  at,  and  de-  this  source  of  improvement,  and  to  evince  t 
rtmain  free  from  contamination.  part  from  anyplace  without  the  continual  very  laudable  solicitude  for  the  arrival  of  ibr 

'  '  At  a  nation  we  have  mary  and  high  pri-  vexation  of  submitting  his  efleets  to  the  weekly  messenger  of  news. 

▼ileget,  ami  atnsequently  much  to  be  grate-  most  rigorous  examination.  A  stranger  In  this  favorctl  and  happy  country  tlierr 

fill  for.  Some  of  these  are  obvious  to  the  knows  not  when  he  is  safe — indeed  he  ne-  are  very  few  obstructions  to  the  attainment 
■most  unthinking,  while  others,  of  great  im-  ver  is  safe.  His  misfortune  in  having  of  these  means  of  general  know!e*lge.  They 
.portance  to  public  happiness,  are  unnoticed  ;  omitted  a  single  item  in  the  catalogue  of  are  brought  within  the  reach  of  all  clanees; 
because  familiar  and  comprised  among  eve-  punctilios  may  prove  his  ruin.  It  is  a  sub-  the  rich  and  the  poor,  the  illiterate  and  the 
•ry  day  oocorrenccs.  ject  of  uivfeigned  gratitude,  that  this  system  learned.  It  is  not  thus  in  any  other  por- 

1.  The  disjKisal  and  distribution  of  pro-  of  national  police  has  no  existence  in  our  tion  of  the  world.  The  impost  or  duty  on 
pnrty  in  such  manner  as  effectually  to  pre-  favored  country.  Here,  travellers  while  a  public  newspaper  in  England,  is,  alone, 
vent  monopolies  of  great  wealth  and  power,  quietly  pursuing  their  own  business,  are  about  equal  to  the  whole  cost  of  the  highest 
In  no  other  civilized  country,  it  is  believed,  neither  molested,  hindered,  nor  searched  ;  pricetl  journal  in  the  United  States.  This 
«re  the  people  equally  free  from  the  sys-  and  every  man  pursues  that  •employment  fact,  added  to  the  difference  in  the  resources 
.tern  of  entailed  inheritance.  In  some  of  which  is  congenial  with  honor  and  virtue,  of  the  citizens  of  the  two  countries,. places 
the  most  enlightened  and  privil^ed  nations  dictated  by  bis  own  feelings,  without  licing  the  privileges  of  Americans  immeasurably 

•  of  Europe,  the  oldest  son  inherits  the  whole  amenable  to  these  ptiUy  official  regulations,  above  those  of  the  citizens  of  any  other 

•  paternal  ^atc ;  and  which  he  cannot  rea-  3.  Among  our  national  blessings,  we  country  on  the  globe. 

•  dtl^  alienate  beyond  the  reach  of  his  own  should  not  omit  to  reckon  the  liberty  of  It  is.  doubtless,  to  this  cause,  as  much  or 

heirs.  Thus  generation  after  generation  speech  and  of  the  press,  as  subjects  of  par-  mure  than  to  any  other,  that  we  are  to 
oontinuQs  to  accumulate  and  successively  ticUlar  thankfulness.  It  is  true,  both  may  attribute  that  universality  of  intelligenre 

•transmit  resources  too  enormous  for  the  be  employed  for  the  most  corrupt  purposes  which  distinguishes  the  people  of  this  coun- 
oomfurtnble  management  of  an  individual;  —but  it  is  also  true,  that  no  whole  cornmu-  try.  And  if  intelligence  is  one  of  the  se- 
arbile  exactions  and  oppressions  are  the  nity  was  ever  yet  universally  corrupt ;  and  curities  of  virtue,  as  well  as  of  liberty,  we 
never- failing  result  of  the  transfer  of  rents  consequently  those  who  are  so.  are  leff  to  are  able  to  account  for  the  fact  that  there  is 
and  otlier  dues  to  servile  and  interested  be  conibalt^  and  corrected  by  the  "  pure  less  crime,  in  proportion  to  otir  numbers, 
hands.  On  the  other  hand,  the  remaining  in  heart.”  and  the  upright  in  practice.  than  inalmostanyothercountry.  Attbesams 

.  members  of  the  family  fluently  fail  of  It  is  in  this  manner,  also,  tliat  every  citi-  time,  we  learn  that  the  public  papers,  die* 
■  that  provision  which  theic  circumstances  zen  becomes  a  censor  of  the. acta  and  mea-  >  gusting  as  some  of  them  are,  have,  on  the 
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whole,  m  highly  favurahle  influence  on  pub- 
lie  morals,  and,  consequently,  on  public 
happiness. 

4.  Another  interesting  particular  among 
our  national  blessings,  is  the  eligibility  ol' 
every  man  in  the  country  to  any  post  of  ho¬ 
nor,  and  to  any  office  in  the  government. — 
And  it  is  a  reasonable  subject  of  exult'ition. 
that  while  every  trade,  profession,  or  call¬ 
ing  has  furnished  its  men  of  eminence, 
there  are  few  which  have  not  borne  their 
proportion  in  filling  the  halls  of  legislation, 
and  the  seats  of  judicature  in  this  country. 
The  heart  dwells  with  unutterable  emotions 
of  joy  and  gratitude,  in  contemplating  the 
multitudes  of  children  thronging  the  places 
of  elementary  learning,  in  reflecting  that 
from  among  them  are  to  rise  our  future  ju¬ 
rists  and  legislators ;  and  that  the  ruddy 
and  tattered  sun  of  low  life  is  as  hopeful  an 
heir  of  dignity  and  power,  as  the  pampered 
child  of  wealth  and  luxury. 

6.  The  last  particular  which  can  be  now 
named  ns  a  subject  of  national  gratitude,  is 
one  of  inestimable  value  to  the  Ciiristiun  of 
every  denomination.  It  is  the  high  privi¬ 
lege  of  worshipping  God  agreeably  witli 
the  dictates  of  conscience— of  interpreting 
and  explaining  the  Scriptures  fur  ourselves. , 
The  remark  is  scarcely  called  fur,  that  were , 
it  nut  fur  this  common  privilege,  we  should 
be  among  the  very  last  to  enjoy  it.  And 
this,  nut  on  account  of  any  invidi(»us  dis¬ 
tinction  in  special  favor  of  some  particular 
sect — but  because,  at  the  time  wlien  our  na¬ 
tional  government  was  established,  we  had 
not  a  name  among  the  sects  which  swell 
the  catalogue  of  religious  denominations. — 
Hence,  though  all  the  sects  in  Cliristendum 
bad  then  been  recognized  as  inheriting  equal 
privileges,  we  could  have  had  nunc,  with¬ 
out  the  express  and  precise  provision  which 

Suarantecs  their  full  enjoyment.  **  without 
iscri  ini  nation  or  preference,  to  all  man¬ 
kind.” 

Nothing  can  be  more  incongruous  than 
State  politics  and  religion.  No  two  things 
can  have  less  affinity  for  each  other,  than 
those  of  the  interests  and  bustle  of  govern¬ 
ment.  and  the  purely  mural  and  spiritual 
concerns  of  the  Gospel.  Yet,  strange  as  ii 
may  appear,  such  a  union  has  been  perpetua¬ 
ted.  for  fifleen  centuries,  over  the  whole 
Christian  world.  And,  what  is  nut  a  little 
extraordinary,  it  does  not  appear  to  have  oc¬ 
curred  to  men,  generally,  that  there  was 
any  thing  in  this  incompatible  with  the  pri¬ 
mitive  simplicity  of  tlie  Gospel,  or  intsm- 
aistent  witli  the  circumstances  and  practices 
of  the  primitive  Christians. 

A  moment’s  reflection  must,  however, 
satisfy  any  one.  that  there  is  an  immense 
diflerence  between  the  persecuted disciple  of 
a  crucified  Master  and  the  persecuting*  pre¬ 
late  ofa  national  church;  between  the  unpro¬ 
vided  and  pennyless  itinerant  who  proclaims 
salvation  in  the  common  market-place,  and 
the  patriarch  who  leans  for  support  upon 
thecuflers  of  the  State — between  those  who, 
in  assuming  the  Christian  pnifessiun.  make 
a  sacrifice  of  all  that  men  prize  in  this  life, 
and  lili  itsdf,  and  those  who  gain  a  name. 


and  respectability,  and  even  honors  by  sub¬ 
scribing  a  creed. 

To  know  any  thing  of  the  religious  his¬ 
tory  of  the  world  is  enough  to  warm  our 
hearts  into  the  exercise  of  the  purest,  and 
the  holiest,  and  the  most  ardent  gratitude, 
that  our  country  is  exempted  from  the  bur¬ 
den.  the  reproach  and  the  wretchedness  of  a 
national  priesthood.  And  to  feel  it  possi¬ 
ble  that  the  complicated  evils  of  that  blight 
oflilHTty,  and  death  of  pure  religion,  is 
suflicient  to  arouse  our  vigilaqcc  to  guard 
our  institutions  from  their  contamination. 

III.  As  a  religious  denomination,  we 
have  reasons  of  thanksgiving  which  never 
before  marked  the  progress  ofa  rising  com- 
inonity  of  Christians.  Our  privileges  have 
lieen  greater,  our  efforts  more  successful, 
and  our  triumph  more  immediate  and  com¬ 
plete.  To  enable  you  to  judge  of  these 
facts,  the  following  epitome  of  events  in 
relation  to  the  denomination  of  Christians 
called  Univbrsalist,  is  presented  fur  your 
consideration. 

In  the  month  of  December,  A.  D.  1770, 
(that  is,  sixty-two  years  since,)  Mr.  John 
Murray  arrived  in  this  country,  from  Eu¬ 
rope,  and  immediately  commenced  preach¬ 
ing  the  great  doctrine  of  the  final  purity  and 
happiness  of  all  mankind.  It  has  been  ge¬ 
nerally  supposed  that  he  was  the  first  open 
and  avowed  preacher  of  that  glorious  doc¬ 
trine,  in  America.  Recent  facts  have,  how¬ 
ever,  furnished  reason  to  believe  that  he 
was  preceded  a  few  years  by  Dr.  George  De 
Benneville  in  ushering  in  the  light  of  ever¬ 
lasting  truth  upon  our  continent. 

For  several  years,  Mr.  Murray  stood 
alone  in  the  field  of  ministerial  labor.  Help¬ 
ers  at  length  came  forward ;  who,  if  they 
did  not  lessen  his  labors,  at  least,  gave  him 
encouragement  to  bear  them  with  fortitude, 
by  convincing  liim  that  he  was  no  longer 
alone.  Still  their  number  was  exceedingly 
small,  and  the  space  which  they  filled  very 
inconsiderable.  The  feiv  believers  who  re¬ 
ceived  the  word  with  joy,  were  thinly  scat¬ 
tered  over  an  immense  country  ;  their  con¬ 
gregations  were,  consequently,  small,  and 
the  influence  wliich  they  exerted  in  society, 
limited  in  the  extreme. 

Other  obstacles  of  the  most  emlmrrassing 
nature,  hung,  like  a  mill-stone  upon  the 
jirogress  of  the  order.  The  preachers  of 
the  restitution  were,  in  general,  little  known 
before  they  entered  U[>oii  the  duties  of  their 
high  calling ;  and  most  of  them  were  d»- 
litule  of  those  literary  advantages  wbicli  are 
deemed  so  essential,  and  whicii  are.  in 
reality,  so  useful  to  the  minister  of  the  Gos- 
|)el.  An  overwhelming  weight  of  popular 
prejudice,  lay,  as  it  ever  does,  on  the  ave¬ 
nues  to  information,  and  armed  the  public 
mind,  at  all  points,  against  what  was  called 
innovation.  In  addition  to  all  this,  many 
believers  wanted  that  moral  courage,  which 
is  so  necessary  to  the  success  of  great  un- 
dertakintrs  with  limited  means.  T<ni  many 
were  half  ashaineil  of  their  profession,  and, 
consequently,  only  gave  it  their  counte¬ 
nance  in  the  dark— when  least  exposed  to 
observation.  The  consequence  was,  that 
roost  of  the  faithful  preecbera  who  bad 


"forsaken  all,”  ‘’for  the  defitnee  of  the 
Gospel,”  languished  under  neglect  and  po¬ 
verty — hated  by  their  opposers  who  let  no 
opportunity  pass  of  traducing  their  charac¬ 
ters  and  misrepresenting  their  doctrine  and 
testimony. 

Thus  passed  a  whole  generation,  or  about 
thirty  years.  Occasional  accessions,  both  of 
preachers  and  believers,  were  indeed  made ; 
but  very  few  societies  p<*ssessed  a  comforta¬ 
ble  house  of  public  worship,  or  the  privi¬ 
leges  of  a  regular  meeting.  The  addition 
of  a  preacher,  or  the  erection  of  a  meeting¬ 
house.  were  events  of  great  importance  to 
llie  denomination,  and  were  hailed  as  evi¬ 
dences  that  the  cause  was  owned  of  heaven. 
During  all  this  period,  some  thirty  or  forty 
preachers,  and  about  an  equal  number  of 
societies,  bad  the  temerity  to  own  and  pro¬ 
fess  the  doctrine  of  universal  salvation. 

The  first  society  of  Univcrsalista  in 
America,  was  organized  in  Gloncester, 
Cape  Ann.  Then  followed  one  in  Boa- 
ton,  one  or  two  in  Worcester  county. 
Mass.,  one  in  Philadelphia,  one  in  New- 
j  York,  and  several  in  Vermont,  New-Hamp- 
I  shire  and  Maine. 

Until  A.  D.  1805,  only  twenty-teven 
years  since,  there  was  but  tme  society  •  ot 
believers  in  the  State  of  New-York,  and 
that  one  has  never  held  any  connexidn, 
whatever,  with  the  order.  So  that,  in  re¬ 
ality,  the  first  society  of  Univcrsalista,  in 
this  State,  was  formed  within  forty  miles  of 
this  place,  only  twenty-seven  years  since.-^ 
At  that  time,  there  were  two  preachers  in 
this  section  of  country,  one  of  whom  settltd, 
the  following  year,  within  the  limits  of  this 
society.  Yet,  for  several  years,  there  wers 
not  friends  enough  who  had  the  means,  or 
having  these,  possessed  the  disposition,  to 
give  even  one  preacher  a  comfortable  sup¬ 
port.  These  ministers  were  despised  by 
the  great  mass  of  the  community,  as  dis- 
turlwrs  of  the  public  pence  and  tranquility-— 
they  were  considered  as  the  lowest  and  vi¬ 
lest  triflers  with  sacred  things,  and  abhor¬ 
red  as  the  enemies  of  God.  of  religion.  *nd 
of  the  human  race.  When  assailed  .  by 
slander  their  very  friends  shrunk  from  their 
vindication,  and  sufftred  the  most  scanda¬ 
lous  and  unfounded  reports  to  their  preju¬ 
dice  to  go  the  round  of  repetition  uncuntra- 
dicted  and  without  refutation. 

Slowly,  hut  firmly,  in  the  midst  of  all 
these  discouragements,  the  doctrine  of  God’s 
impartial  grace  went  continually  onward  in 
its  power.  Other  preachers  came  ilp  "to 
the  help  of  the  Lord  against  the  mighty,” 
and  several  new  societies  were  organized, 
which, though  comprising  but  lew  members, 
and  very  inadequate  re^our^es,  still  served 
to  countenance  the  efforts  of  those  who  la¬ 
bored  incessantly,  and  nobly  sustained  a 
well  made  pnifessiun. 

But.  as  if  to  perfect  the  work  of  (kith,  by 
trying  the  patience  of  those  who  believed— 
in  the  zeal  of  the  (Viends,  to  encourage  the 
ministry  and  multiply  helps  to  those  who 
laliored  "  in  word  an«f  doctrine,”— loo  little 
attention  was  paid  to  the  qualifications  and 
moral  character  of  those  who  were  reeof- 
nixed  1)^  the  nilea  of  the  order  ea  niiniatase 
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of  the  Gospel.  The  consequence  was  pre> 
ciaely  what  might  have  been  expected — ad¬ 
ditional  contempt  and  scandal  were  heaped 
upon  the  ministry,  and  the  g«K>d  and  glori¬ 
ous  cause  of  a  world's  salvation  was  greatly 
injured  by  their  indiscretions.  And  it  is 
nut  a  little  remarkable,  in  relation  to  these 
men,  that  must  of  them  were  converts  from 
a  single  denomination,  and  preachers  in 
good  standing  in  their  former  connexion, 
wlien  they  came  among  us.  But  it  is  equal- 
Iv  true,  that  out  of  nearly  thirty  ministers, 
mim  the  Methodist  connexion  alone,  scarce¬ 
ly  one  now  remains  in  the  fellowship  of 
Universalists. 

The  effects  of  these  things  have  been 
must  severely  felt  through  every  part  of  this 
State-— inde^  they  are  tiuw  felt,  and  many 
societies  in  this  vicinity,  arc,  at  this  time, 
struggling  under  the  burden  which  they 
have  imposed.  Friends,  in  consequence, 
became  discouraged  and  relaxed  tlieir  ef- 
Ibrts,  tile  enemies  of  the  dinarine  of  the 
reconciliation  triumphed,  and  many  of  that 
portion  of  the  public,  whose  candor  render¬ 
ed  them  willing  to  receive  the  truth,  liecnine 
disgusted,  and  witlidrew  their  attendance 
from  the  congregations.  In  many  places, 
and  in  this  particularly,  the  youth  almost 
entirely  abandoned  the  places  of  our  wor¬ 
ship  ;  and  if  on  some  special  occasion  it 
was  renewed,  it  was  at  the  hazard  of  re¬ 
proach  from  their  associates,  and  rebuke  1 
from  their  friends. 

AAer  ten  year's  suffering,  experience  in¬ 
duced  caution  in  council,  and  prudence  in 
action ;  and  the  zeal  of  believers  gave  a 
new  impulse  to  their  energies  for  promoting 
the  spread  of  Uie  Gospel.  The  few  preaidi- 
ers  who  continued  at  their  posts  with  fide- 
lity._  received  new  assistance,  and  public 
confidence  was  restored,  ivhcn  it  was  seiai 
that  the  ordeal  through  whicli  tlie  advocates 
of  impartial  salvation  iiiid  passed,  hgd  nei¬ 
ther  weakened  their  faith  nor  diminished 
their  confidenre. 

This  rrr/eni  of  the  efforts  and  ho|)cs  of 
the  denomination,  first  showed  itself  in  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  New-England  ;  and  about 
Aree  years  sinee  diffused  its  visible  power 
over  mure  or  less  of  tliis  State.  Since  then, 
it  has  accumulated  force  as  it  has  rolled 
onward;  and,  at  this  time,  has  so  effectu¬ 
ally  won  upon  the  public  mind,  that  no 
earthly  power  can  successfully  resist  its  in¬ 
fluence,  or  materially  retard  its  progress. — 
Every  day  brings  additional  assurances  that 
the  systems  which  have  for  ages  held  un¬ 
controlled  and  unlimited  dominion  over  the 
minds  of  men.  are  crumbling,  with  other 
monuments  of  ancient  and  abused  power, 
hack  to  their  primitive  dust,  and  doomeil  | 
only  to  be  known  tlirougli  the  blood-stained 
pages  which  record  with  equal  impartiality, 
the  deeds  of  darkness  and  of  day. 

The  desperate  struggles  of  different  sects 
to  keep  up  an  excited  state  of  public  feeling, 
and  to  retain,  a  little  longer,  the  control 
which  is  departing  from  them,  while  they 
give  ample  evidence  of  the  must  alarming 
ewra  that  their  strength  is  becoming  weak- 
Moas,  havu  also  bad  great  influence  in  pro- 
duoing  tho  very  result  which  they  appev  to 


dread.  And  in  the  ratio  that  investigation 
has  been  promoted,  in  precisely  that  pro¬ 
portion  has  the  cause  of  Universalism  ad¬ 
vanced.  The  reason  is  plain— the  extra¬ 
vagancies  w  hich  have  occurred  in  the  meet¬ 
ings  of  revivalists,  and  the  outrages  which 
they  have  committed  against  decoru.m,  cha¬ 
rity  and  domestic  quiet,  have  cotnpelled  the 
sober  and  thinking  part  of  community  to 
seek  fur  refuge  iti  a  milder  system,  and 
among  a  less  enthusiastic  (leople. 

Thus  a  great  and  general  revival  of  reli¬ 
gion  has  taken  place — tint  an  excitement, 
which,  like  the  swelling  mountain  torrent, 
swwps  every  thing  from  its  channel,  atid 
spreads  and  leaves  nothitig  but  desolatiitn  : 
but,  like  the  peaceful  river,  which  while  it 
rolls  onward,  ditl'uscs  a  healthful  influenct* 
through  all  its  course.  For  it  has,  to  a  great 
extent.  revolutiuiiizi;d  the  religiitus  princi- 
pl(«  of  the  whole  community,  and  especial¬ 
ly  those  of  Universalists.  Until  witliin  a 
very  short  time,  probably  one-half  of  the 
influence  of  that  denomination,  owed  its 
existence — not  so  much  to  a  feeling  of  the 
sacred  trutli  of  the  Gospel,  ns  to  a  species 
of  hostility  to  the  common  doctrines.  It  is 
now  far  otherwise— a  general  and  very  de¬ 
sirable  reformation  has  already  taken  place, 
and  the  doctrine  is  now  professed,  because 
believed  by  those  who  **  receive  the  truth  in 
the  love  of  it.” 

On  the  other  hand,  the  deep  rooted  and 
formidable  prejudices  which  shut  up  the 
minds  of  many  against  nil  inquiry,  have 
yielded  to  impressions  of  kindness  and  res¬ 
pect— the  rancor  of  religious  hate  has  given 
place  to  a  more  ample  charity,  and  the  spi¬ 
rit  of  exclusion  and  intolerance  has  been 
succeeded,  in  a  goo<l  degree,  by  one  of 
forbearance  and  of  peace. 

•\s  evidence  of  tlie  unprecedented  pro¬ 
gress  of  the  doctrine  of  the  restitution,  it 
may  here  be  proper  to  notice  some  promi¬ 
nent  facts  which  have  been  hastily  collected 
—hut  which  may  be  relied  on  us  generally 
correct. 

Twenty  years  since,  the  whole  number 
tif  Universalist  preachers  in  the  United 
States,  did  not  much  exceed  forty.  At  that 
time  there  were  but  seven  societies  of  the 
order  in  this  State.  Seven  years  sinee  the 
number  of  societies  in  New-York  had  in¬ 
creased  to  about  seventy.  There  are  now, 
in  this  State  alone,  between  seventy  and 
eighty  preachers,  and  more  than  two  hun¬ 
dred  societies— one  Convention  and  nine 
Associations. 

Tlie  whole  numlier  of  societies  in  New- 
England,  New-York  and  Pennsylvania  is, 
at  least,  six  hundred,  and  of  preachers  two 
hundred,*  besides  some  forty  or  fifty  preach¬ 
ers,  and  between  two  hundred  and  tliree 
hundred  societies  in  tithcr  States.  And  in 
all,  seven  Conventions,  twenty-seven  As¬ 
sociations,  and  nineteen  periodical  religious 
journals.  The  aggregate  numlier  of  papers 
circulated  by  the  denomination  is  not  ex- 


*  There  nre  »e«r  two  hnndreit  prenchere  ofilie  rc«l- 
tuiion  in  S'ew-Kiigljinil  unit  New-York  nloiie — in  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  Oliin  and  Mlier  8<ue8  there  are  probnlily  over 
ono  hundred  more — iu  tlie  United  tSialeslIiere  aredoubt- 
len  from  tbrea  hundred  to  three  linndredand  twenty-live. 
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aclly  known,  but  may  safely  be  estimated 
at  30,000,  the  readers  of  which  are,  un- 
doubtedly.more  than  five  limes  that  number. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  present 
year,  there  have  been  three  societies  and 
twelve  preachers  converted  from  other  de¬ 
nominations — about  thirty  young  men  hare 
receivt'd  tellowship  as  preachers,  between 
thirty  and  forty  new  churches  have  been 
erected,  and  nearly  seventy  new  societies 
formed  in  the  United  Stales.  Of  these 
New-York,  alone,  has  built  nine  churches, 
organized  twenty-three  societies,  and  re¬ 
ceived  twenty  preachers. 

From  living  the  least  among  the  nume¬ 
rous  sects  of  our  common  country,  in  less 
than  seven  years  we  have  taken  the  fovrtk 
place,  in  point  of  number  and  influence.— 
And  these  facts  serve  to  show  that,  as  a  de¬ 
nomination,  we  have  increased  more  rapid¬ 
ly,  both  in  number  and  power,  than  proba¬ 
bly  any  other  infant  Christian  community 
ever  yet  has  dtine.  A  distinguished  clergy¬ 
man,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  has  said 
that  the  Congregationnlists  and  Presbyteri¬ 
ans,  in  the  United  Stales,  conld  “bring half 
a  million  of  voters  into  the  field.”  He  had 
not.  probably,  then  learned  that  Universal¬ 
ists  alone  can  bring  about  an  equal  numlier. 

In  conclusion,  we  would  remark  that  the 
present  condition  of  Universalists.  ns  a  de¬ 
nomination,  is  highly  prosperous— that  the 
liest  wishes  of  its  friends  and  advocates  art 
being  answered,  and  that  its  battles  have 
been  fought  and  the  victory  ftirever  won.— 
That  its  pnispects.  like  the  path  of  the  just, 
“shine  more  and  more,  to  the  perfect  day,” 
und  that  the  universal  spread  of  its  doctrine 
over  mankind,  is  ns  certain  as  the  progress 
of  intellect  towards  emancipation. 

Until  within  the  last  year  and  a  half,  the 
resources  of  the  dentiminnlion  hare  never 
lieen  called  in  requisition,  nor  their  ener¬ 
gies  directed  to  the  attainment  of  any  one 
object,  except  that  of  advancing  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  their  views  among  mankind.  It 
had,  however,  long  been  a  subject  of  much 
regret,  that  there  was  not,  in  our  whole 
'country,  a  single  literary  institution,  the 
principles,  rules  and  usages  of  which  were 
strictly  liberal.  They  were  every  where 
under  the  control  of  some  sect,  which  com¬ 
monly  enforcerl  its  peculiar  dogmas  at  the 
ex|H‘nse  of  charity,  and  frequently  to  the 
great  annoyance  of  their  respective  pupils. 

Comprising,  as  Universalists  do,  thegrest 
majority  of  liberal  men,  they  felt  them¬ 
selves  culled  upon  to  stand  foremost  in  pro¬ 
moting  the  necessary  revolution  of  our  lite¬ 
rary  establishments.  For  eflTecting  this 
purpose,  the  “Lilieml  Institute”  was  found¬ 
ed  and  located  at  this  place,  because  it  wu 
very  near  the  geographical  centre  of  the 
State  ;  and,  also,  bemuse  it  was  well  known 
that  the  citizens  of  this  vicinity  were  pre¬ 
pared  fully  to  appreciate  the  necessity  and 
the  utility  of  the  undertaking. 

As  an  institution  it  is  purely  of  a  acien- 
tific  character,  and  by  its  constitution,  is 
forever  exempted  from  the  fatal  evils  of 
sectarianism.  Theology  can  never  become, 
a  branch  of  instruction  within  its  walls, 
the  mere  docUines  of  any  seel  be  incukateo 
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by  its  profeMora,  or  impressed  upon  the  he  had  finished  his  philippic,  he  gave  notice  o’clock!  He  ran  through  about  all  the  texts 
mindsofitspupils.noteventhoscofourown.  that  he  would  preach  the  following  day,  in  the  Bible,  which  he  could  remember. 
Thus  guarded,  the  public  has  felt  a  pro-  (Friday,)  at  the  meeting-house,  at  eight  that  speak  in  any  way  o{ jiidgment,  hell  or 
per  confidence  in  the  pledges  of  its  Board  of  o’clock,  P.  M.,  on  the  subject  of  the  a/eme-  the  dcri/.  For  hours  and  a  half  he 
Trust,  and  funds  to  nearly  the  amount  re-  ment;  and  in  the  evening,  at  early  candle-  kept  the  audience  under  the  thundering 
quired  have  been  readily  subscribed  and  on  ihe  general  judgment.  Mr.  Chase  sound  of  his  voice,  (which  was  distinctly 

paid.  These  have  been  faithfully  and  eco-  was  absent  from  home,  and  totally  ignorant  heard  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  and  the 
nomically  applied,  and  yonder  splendid,  of  all  these  circumstances ;  but,  fortunately,  house  perfectly  closed,)  probably  intending 
and  in  all  respects  commodious,  edifice  is  returned  on  Friday,  an  hour  or  two  previ-  to  tire  out  the  hearers — burn  out  the  lights, 
the  fruit  of  the  concentrated  generosity  of  a  ous  to  the  two  o’clock  appointment,  and  and  excite  the  passions  of  the  audience 
people,  which,  a  few  years  since,  had  nut  accidentally  hearing  of  it,  attended.  When  against  Mr.  C.  and  his  sentiments.  But 
an  existence.  A  few  days  mure,  and  its  Mr.  P.  came  in  and  took  his  seat  in  the  in  all  these  things  he  failed — fur  we  had  a 
d(M>rs  will  open  to  your  sons,  (as  those  of  a  desk  he  discovered  Mr.  C.,  arose,  and  they  large  quantity  of  candles,  a  large  congre- 
suitable  building,  within  its  enclosure,  have  passed  the  usual  compliments— -after  which  gation,  quiet  nerves  and  sound  intellects, 
already  done  to  your  daughters, )  and  where  Mr.  P.  gave  Mr.  Chase  an  invitation  to  Mr.  C.  then  took  the  desk,  and  after  two 
they  will  be  forever  free  from  the  insults  of  preach  immediately  after  him.  Mr.  Chase  oc  three  minutes  recess,  commenced  a  re- 
a  sectarian  faculty— the  endless  obtrusions  at  once  discovered  the  plan  which  had  been  view  of  what  had  been  said,  moderately, 
of  session-room  clamors,  and  the  literary  deviseil  to  entrap  him,  and  the  render  will  carefully  and  faithfully — for  he  had  taken 
lethargy  inspired  by  the  dreams  of  fanati-  also  discover  it,  when  we  state  that,  1st,  down  all  the  passages  quoted  by  Mr.  P„ 
cism.  Never  was  so  much  effected  in  so  There  were  but  about  thirty  persons  present,  with  most  of  his  unheard-of  comments, 
short  a  period — never  any  thing  of  the  kind  2d,  There  was  but  one  person,  beside  Mr.  He  took  up  every  one  of  them,  from  the 
done  that  was  so  well  done;  for  nothing  C.,  of  liberal  sentiments.  3d,  It  was  then  firsttothelast,insuchabrief,candid,con- 
was  ever  accomplished  by  any  one  denomi-  half  past  two  o’clock,  and  Mr.  P.  had  the  sistent  and  conclusive  manner,  in  a  dis- 
natiun  before,  which  was  not  marked  by  the  privilege  of  preaching  as  long  as  he  pleased,  course  of  alxiut  six  hours  length,  that  when 
determination  to  make  its  peculiar  views  and,  having  another  appointment  at  early  Mr.  P .  again  arose  he  did  not  even  attempt 
the  exclusive  criterion  of  sound  orthodoxy  candle-light,  he  could  curtail  Mr.  C.’s  time  to  refute  a  single  argument  which  had  been 
and  right  reason.  as  much  as  he  pleased.  4ih,  His  hearers,  advanced;  but  quoted  a  few  of  the  same 

To  the  high  station  which  you  now  hold,  when  he  got  through,  would,  without  doubt,  passages  over  again,  in  a  much  lower  tone 
and  the  destiny  to  which  you  are  appointed  have  all  left  the  house,  and  Mr.  C.  would  uf  voice,  and  with  for  less  seeming  confi- 
in  the  allotments  of  infinite  wisdom  and  have  had  no  congregation  ;  and  then  in  the  dence  ;  and  then  begged  to  have  the  meet- 
mercy,  I  bid  you  a  cordial  welcome.  From  evening  Mr.  P.  would  have  triumphed  over  ing  closed,  as  it  was  about  daylight.  Mr. 
the  elevation  on  which  you  now  stand,  you  the  cause  of  UniverSalism.  5th,  It  was  not  C.  objected,  as  he  had  spoken  but  once,  and 
can  take  a  full  retr»tsf)ect  of  the  path  you  the  subject  that  Mr.  C.  wished,  at  that  time,  Mr.  P.  had  n«»w  preached  your  discourses, 
have  trod,  and  the  difficulties  you  have  to  reply  to— therefore  he  declined,  and  re-  and  it  was  also  Mr.  C.’s  meeting  then.— 
overcome — while,  at  the  same  time,  you  quested  the  privilege  of  replying  to  the  ere-  Mr.  P.  and  his  brother  preachers  insisted 
can  survey  the  distance  before  you  and  an-  ning  discourse.  With  much  reluctance,  nn  closing,  and  wished  to  take  a  vote 

ticipate  your  rest.  Hold  on  your  course  of  and  after  Mr.  C.  had  stated  that  he  should  whether  the  people  were  not  in  favor  of 

faithfulness  for  a  few  more  years,  and  the  reply,  whether  Mr.  P.  consented  or  not,  having  it  clos^.  Mr.  C.  finally  consented 
horizon  will  yetenlarge  around  you.  Where  he  complied  with  the  request.  — the  vote  was  taken  ;  but  a  great  majority 

exclusive  creeds  now  hold  the  mind  in  Concerning  the  ridiculous  manner  in  were  in  favor  of  Mr.  C.’s  proposition.  Ac- 
bondage — where  age  and  youth  bow  to  an-  which  he  treated  the  subject  of  the  atone-  cordingly  Mr.  C.  again  took  the  desk,  and 
tiquated  institutions,  because  they  cannot,  ment,  we  shall  say  nothing.  Evening  came  took  every  thing  out  of  the  way,  and  re¬ 
dare  not  reason,  you  will  yet  see  the  broad  — the  house  was  full,  for  we  had  taken  some  quested  Mr.  P .,  over  and  over  again,  to 

river  of  truth,  revealed  truth,  rolling  its  pains  to  circulate  a  notice.  Messrs.  Puffer,  attempt  to  refuteonc.atleast.ofhisargu- 
pencefullide,  and  diffusing  the  knowledge  of  Judd  and  Comfort — all  Methodist  preach-  ments.  Mr.  C.  challenged  Mr.P.tuex- 
G«hI  and  the  salvation  of  all  the  human  race,  ers — took  the  desk.  Mr.  Judd  arose  and  plain  his  two  principal  texts,  Johnv:  28, 
Think  but  for  one  moment,  of  what  you  stated,  as  an  apology  for  Mr.  P.’s  being  29,  and  Heb.  xi;  27,  28,  which  Mr.  C, 
have  been,  what  you  are,  and  what  you  here,  that  his  Br.  Puffer  hail  been  sent  for  had  examined,  in  connexion  with  the  chap- 
are  destin^  yet  to  enjoy,  and  the  language  to  attend  a  quarterly  four  days  meeting,  but  lere  in  which  they  ore  found.  Mr.  P.  pro¬ 
of  the  Psalmist  will  burst  from  the  lips,  in  consrnjuence  of  some  alteration  among  mised  three  times  to  do  it,  but  did  not,  and, 
white  the  heart  overflows  with  the  spirit  of  the  societies  it  had  been  postp<ined  for  four  we  believe,  dare  not  attempt  it.  Mr.  Chase 
thanksgiving.  “  Happy  is  that  people  that  weeks — that  he  had  written  to  Mr.  P..  who  closed  the  discassion  in  a  speech  of  three 
is  in  such  a  case :  yea,  happy  is  tliat  people  never  got  his  letter,  and  had  come  exclu-  minutes  only,  as  there  was  nothing  present- 
whose  God  is  the  Lord.”  Amen.  sively  for  that  purpose,  kc.  [This  Mr.  ed  by  Mr.  P.  to  occupy  more  time.  If 

— - - : -  Judd  stated,  in  the  morning  of  the  same  ever  any  man,  in  an^argument,  was  com- 

\Fot  tk*  Naguxint  and  A,itocaie.\  that  Mr.  Puffer  had  c<»rae  o«  Dw/yoac  pletely  and  fairly  done  up,  the  celebrated 

ELDER  PUFFER,  ONCE  MORE.  to  attend  to  Mr.  Chase.]  Mr.  P.  then  Elder  Puffer  certainly  was. 

A  few  weeks  since  an  offer  of  fifty  dol-  arose  and  spent  over  an  litmr  in  trying  to  One  thing  more.  Mr.  C.  offered  to  ful- 
lars,  was  made  to  the  above  named  indivi-  read  from  an  old  paper  some  renunciatitms  fil  the  payment  of  the  fifty  dollars,  at  any 
dual,  upon  certain  conditions.  The  above  of  Universalists,  (who,  he  admitted  were  linie  when  the  conditions  were  complied 
offer,  togetiter  with  the  reasons  why  it  was  Universalists  still !)  that  were  published  ten  with.  He  stated  to  the  congregation  that 
made,  gave  Mr.  P.,  and  his  followers,  not  years  ago,  and  stated  that  he  had  come  on  he  would  meet  Elder  P.  at  any  time,  with 
a  little  uneasiness:  hence,  in  accordance  purpose,  and  prepared  to  put  down  Mr.  any  decent  notice ;  and  if  he,  or  his  friends, 
with  a  number  of  written  solicitations  to  Chase  and  Universalism,  &tc.  [Why  was  did  not  consider  him  able,  he  would  meet 
come  to  Caroline,  for  the  ostensible  pur-  all  this  kept  so  still  1  and  why  was  it  stated  any  other  one  of  the  denomination, 
pose  of  attending  a  four  days  meeting,  (all  that  he  came  on  purpose  to  attends  quar-  This  discussion  has  done,  we  thmk.much 
of  which,  by  the  bye,  was  kept  perfectly  terly  meeting  ?]  good ;  and  we  say  to  the  Methodists,  let  your 

eonceale<l  from  the  Universalists,)  he.  nn  He  then  took  his  text  in  2  Peter  iii :  5-8,  6cs/ m//n  be  brought ;  fur  we  wish  to  know 
the  8th  inst.,  came  into  our  neighbor-  and  that  he  preached  /com  his  text  must  he  the  truth,  and  also  that  you  should.  The 
hood,  with  two  other  Methodist  clergymen,  acknowledged  by  all  present — for  he  said  above  controversy  continued  about  fifteen 
who  reside  in  this  region.  In  a  lecture  on  nothing  of  any  consequence  about  it.  du-  hours,  without  intermission, 
that  evening  he  commenced  his  attack  on  ring  his  whole  discourse,  which  was  spun  Thbodoeb  Hvbbabo. 

Universalism  and  Universalists.  When  out  till  it  wanted  but  ten  minutes  of  eleven  Berishire,  Aotsmia- 16, 1832. 
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Ik*  Mmgmiim*  mnd  Advocatt.] 
SPIRIT  OF  ENDLESS  PUNISHMENT. 

*  But  he  inmeil  and  rebukeil  tlietn,  nnd  aiiHl,  Ve  know 
M(  what  muuner  of apiril  yc  are  of.”  Luke  ix :  53. 

**  If  I  could  btdieve  ns  you  do,  I  wttuld 
kill  nny  man  for  his  money.”  This  decla¬ 
ration  was  made  to  our  worthy  brttthcr,  So¬ 
lomon  Coleman,  ofFnirfield  District,  S.  C., 
in  presence  of  his  wife  nnd  f:tniily,hy  Dnph- 
ney  Dui.ken.  within  a  year  last  past.  And 
who  do  you  suppose,  Messrs.  Editors,  this 
Daphney  Diinken  is?  One  that  the  world 
calls  wicked  and  depraved?  No;  but  a 
professed  follower  of  him  who  said,  ••  By 
this  shall  all  men  know  that  ye  are  my  dis¬ 
ciples,  if  ye  have  love  t»ne  to  another;”  yea, 
an  accredited  minister  of  Jesus  Christ ;  nnd 
one,  to<j,  who  has  received  ordination  by 
the  Baptists  since  uttering  that  speech.  If 
this  righteous  man  could  only  lielieve  that 
future  rewards  nnd  punishments  were  c»»n- 1 
fined  to  this  life,  neither  personal  friend¬ 
ship,  nor  the  love  of  relations,  nor  his  own 
go^  name,  which  the  wise  man  has  justly 
said,  “  is  rather  to  be  chosen  than  great 
riches,”  nor  the  fear  of  the  gallows,  nor  the 
indignation  of  a  virtuous  community,  would 
be  sufficient  to  deter  him  from  imbuing  his 
hands  in  his  brother’s  blood.  No,  if  he 
spoke  the  truth  when  he  made  that  state¬ 
ment,  neither  the  fear  of  men,  nor  the  fear 
oftliat  "God  that  judgeth  in  the  earth,” 
nor  the  love  of  God  or  man  could  restrain 
him  from  cold-bhanled  murder. 

Didst  thou  mean  as  thou  snidest,  neighbor 
Dunken,when  thou  didst  speak  these  words? 
If  not ;  thou  didst  act  the  hypocrite  and  the 
liar ;  and  if  thou  didst,  it  may  well  he  said 
of  thee.  Thou  knowest  not  what  manner  of 
spirit  thou  art  of.  Yea,  if  thou  wouldest 
do  as  thou  didst  say,  I  would  add,  "I  per¬ 
ceive  that  thou  art  in  the  gall  of  bitterness 
and  in  the  bond  of  iniquity ;”  because  thy 
••  love  of  money,  which  is  the  root  of  all 
evil”  is  greater  than  thy  love  to  the  breth¬ 
ren.  "Ilepent,  therefore,  of  this,  thy 
wickedness,  and  pray  God,  if  perhaps  the 
thought  of  thy  heart  may  be  forgiven  thee,” 

But  this  is  nut  a  rare  idea,  horrible  as  it 
may  appear ;  fur  it  is  the  very  spirit  of  the 
doctrine  of  endless  punishment,  which  has 
•ften  been  expressed  by  its  warmest  ad\o- 
cates.  The  late  Rev.  Dr.  Dwight,  for¬ 
merly  president  of  Yale  College,  in  the 
167th  sermon  of  his  theology,  says,  "  that 
not  a  single  contrivance  is  adopted  to  make 
men  virtuous,  in  Universalism,”  which  1 
understand  to  imply,  that  nothing  but  "a 
punishment  without  end”  could,  in  his 
opinion  make  men  virtuous  ;  and  he  argues 
that  the  future  state  of  the  wicked  "  may. 
fur  aught  that  appears,  have  a  powerful, 
perhaps  an  indispensable  efficacy  to  pre¬ 
serve  beings  throughout  the  universe  in  a 
course  of  endless  obedience.” 

Sinnon  Clough,  the  organ  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  denomination,  said  that  endless  punish¬ 
ment  was  "the  chief  motive  to  a  virtuous 
and  holy  life.”  A  late  writer  in  the  "  Me¬ 
thodist  Protestant,”  as  quoted  into  the 
"  Washington  News,”  says  that  a  scheme 
which  does  not  include  the  doctrine  of  end- 
leaa  punishment  "  hat  no  force  of  obliga¬ 


tion  in  it.”  The  Rev.  Mr.  Hemmingway, 
then  Congregationalist  minister  in  Ware- 
ham,  Ms.,  in  a  discourse  delivered  at  Ro¬ 
chester,  ns  reported  by  Dr.  Soulhworth, 
said,  "There  is  not  a  man  in  the  world 
but  what  would  be  guilty  of  every  namea- 
ble  crime,  if  it  were  not  for  the  fear  of  end¬ 
less  punishment ;”  which  amounts  to  this, 
that  he,  if  he  did  not  fear  that  punishment, 
would  swear  profanely,  get  drunk,  lie,  steal, 
rob  and  murder,  iic.  k.c.,  for  he  is  a  man 
in  the  world,  and  these  are  namenble  crimes. 
The  Rev,  Timothy  Davis,  of  Wellfleet, 
Ms.,  in  a  controversy  witli  the  writer,  in 
February,  1828,  said,  "  the  fear  of  endless 
punishment  is  the  only  motive  t(»  obedience.” 

These  quotations  sufficiently  show  that 
Mr.  Dunken  is  not  alone  in  this  view  of 
moral  obligation,  but  that  it  is  an  idea  com¬ 
monly  held  by  the  advocates  of  intermina- 
hle  torments.  In  what  possible  manner, 
acconling  to  their  own  account  of  them¬ 
selves,  could  Gttd  have  kept  these  holy  men 
from  all  manner  of  wickedness,  if  he  had 
not  created  some  other  persons  to  be,  as 
they  suppose,  endlessly  tormenterl  ?  Was 
it  the  fear  of  endhsts  punishment  that  cau¬ 
sed  Christ  to  do  the  will  of  God  ?  for  if  we 
should  act  from  that  motive,  it  must  l>e  be¬ 
cause;  he  acted  from  the  same,  as  we  are  re¬ 
quired  to  imitate  him  in  all  things.  Was 
that  the  spirit  of  Christ  when  he  went  about 
doing  g(M*d  ?  In  fact,  can  there  be  any 
thing  more  directly  opposite  than  the  senti¬ 
ment  expressed  by  Mr.  Dunken  and  the 
others,  is  to  that  love  and  gowl  will  to  men 
that  breathes  in  every  line  of  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ?  In  the  feelings  of  a  person 
actuated  by  the  motives  which  they  present, 
where  is  that  love  of  God  Itecause  he  first 
loved  us,  that  stipremc  love  to  God,  and 
love  to  our  neighlxir  as  we  love  ourselves, 
and  love  even  to  our  enemies,  which  the 
Scriptures  require?  It  is  not  found.  What 
title,  then,  has  anyone,  when  under  the  in- 
fluetice  of  that  spirit,  to  the  Christian  cha¬ 
racter  ?  A.  F. 

Nai'herry,  S.  C.,  November  G,  1832. 
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KEY.  J.  8.  KETCIIVM. 

OF  PALATINE,  N.Y. 

This  gentleman  has  of  late  come  in  contact 
with  the  dreadful  monster,  Universalism,  and 
is  in  a  most  sad  predicament,  in  consequence 
ofit.  Finding  this  doctrine  was  getting  a  strong 
foothold  at  Fort  Plain,  about  four  ntiles  from 
him,  and  that  now  and  then  a  sheep  from  his 
own  fold,  in  want  of  a  better  pasture,  strayed 
to  the  latter  place  to  hear  Br.  Potter  preach,  he 
became  alarmed,  and  forthwith  set  himself 
about  finding  a  remedy.  In  July  or  early  in 
August  last,  he  gave  public  notice  that  he  should 
on  the  third  Sunday  in  August,  preach  on  the 
soul-destroying  error,  or  damnable  heresy,  of 
Universalism.  Considerable  seosation  was 


produced  hy  the  notice,  and  a  strong  desire  in 
his  congregation  to  hear  what  this  dreadful  doc¬ 
trine  was,  and  to  listen  to  the  arguments  on 
both  sides  of  the  question.  I  was  invited,  hy 
several  respectable  members  of  Mr.  K’s.  con¬ 
gregation,  to  attend  there  on  that  day,  snd,  if 
necessary,  reply  to  his  arguments  and  hsvs  ths 
subject  fairly  discussed  on  both  sides.  On 
learning  that  I  had  accepted  the  invitation,  Mr. 
K.  became  very  wralhy,  told  his  people  that  tbs 
passage  which  reads,  "And  salan  came  also 
among  them,’’  was  very  applicable  to  my  going 
— that  it  would  be  very  improper  to  allow  ms 
to  speak  in  the  church,  and  afier  saying  sundry 
other  hard  things,  the  officers  of  his  church, 
(alias  Mr.  K.)  passed  a  resolution  that  I  should 
not  be  allowed  to  preach  in  the  church,  not¬ 
withstanding  a  respectful  petition  that  I  might, 
had  been  presented,  signed  by  twelve  respecta¬ 
ble  members  of  the  congregatiou  and  citizens  of 
Palatine. 

The  day  at  length  arrived — it  was  excestivs- 
ly  rainy,  and  the  congregation  consequently 
small.  I  attended  and  entered  the  house  just 
as  the  service  was  commencing.  Mr.  K.  ob¬ 
serving  me  enter,  and  take  a  seat  in  a  slip,  re¬ 
marked,  when  about  to  commence,  that  altho’ 
notice  had  been  given  and  he  had  come  prepared 
to  preach  a  sermon  "  on  the  doctrine  of  future 
punishment,"  yet  as  the  day  was  very  rainy 
and  few  people  were  present,  he  should  dftr 
preaching  that  sermon  for  two  weeks,  (presu¬ 
ming,  as  I  suppose, Jhat  I  should  not  able 
to  attend  at  that  time.)  He  then  took  his  text 
and  preached  a  sermon  on  another  subject— 
The  services  being  ended,  Mr.  K.  observed  to 
the  congregation  that  he  was  happy  to  state  that 
great  harmony  and  unanimity  then  prevailed  in 
his  society  and  church — that  he  knew  of  but 
one  dissenter  in  his  parish  from  the  doctrines 
there  preached — that  considering  the  doctrine 
of  future  punishment  of  great  importance,  he 
had,  some  time  before,  (us  his  custom  had  long 
been)  given  public  notice  that  he  should  preach 
a  sermon  on  lIuU  subjut — that  since  that  notice, 
some  disuffected  nr  evil-minded  persons  bad 
seiit  off  to  a  distance  to  get  men  who  disbelieved 
the  doctrine,  to  come  and  debate  the  subject 
with  him  or  hold  a  public  controversy  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  it — but  that  he  had  never  designed  any 
such  thing  in  giving  the  notice,  and  he  should 
never  descend  [//]  to  it.  After  he  had  dismissed 
the  meeting,!  arose  and  observed  that  I  had  a  few 
remarks  to  offer  in  relation  to  the  circumstances 
under  which  I  had  como  there  on  that  day.  That 
I  had  been  informed  that  the  Rev.  gentleman  had 
given  public  notice  that  he  would  preach  a  ser¬ 
mon— nut,  as  he  then  stated,  or.  the  doctrins 
offuture  punishment,  (a  subject  which  I  had  no 
disposition  to  debate,)  but  on  the  doctrins  of 
universal  salvation  or  the  final  holiness  and  hap¬ 
piness  of  all  men,  designed  to  refute  that  doc¬ 
trine  and  establish  its  opposite,  vie.  endless  sin 
and  mbsary — that  I  had  been  invited  nnd  argoir 
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ijr  requefted,  bj  a  number  of  respectable  mem* 
bers  of  that  rongregalinn,  to  attend,  not  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  controversy,  but  in  order  to  re¬ 
ply  to  his  arguments  should  it  be  necessary,  and 
to  have  a  candid,  charitable  and  free  discussion 
of  the  subject,  that  the  congregation  might 
hear  both  sides,  and  then  judge  impartially 
vrhat  was  truth.  While  I  was  making  these  re¬ 
marks,  Mr.  K.  descended  very  hastily  from  the 
pulpit,  approached  me  with  an  angry  counte¬ 
nance,  and  shaking  his  hand  at  me,  said,  '*  Mr. 
Skinner,  we  don’t  want  any  of  that  here— we 
want  nothing  said  on  that  subject.” 

S.  Sir,  will  you  not  allow  me  to  give  an  ex¬ 
planation  of  the  circumstances  under  which  I 
came  here  to-day  t 

K.  That  will  depend  upon  what  you  wish 
to  say. 

5.  Well,  I  wish  to  say  just  what  is  necessa¬ 
ry  to  give  an  explanation.  If  you  did  not  give 
the  notice  which  I  heard  you  did,  but  merely 
that  you  should  preach  on  the  subject  of  future 
punishment,  (a  very  HiiTercnt  subject  by  the 
bye,)  then  I  have  been  misinformed. 

K.  That  shows  that  I  have  been  misrepresent¬ 
ed— that  some  evil  minded  person  has  been  de¬ 
sirous  of  promoting  discord  and  strife — and  I  am 
confident,  from  what  little  acquaintance  I  have 
had  with  you,  that  had  you  known  all  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  as  they  arc,  you  would  never  have 
yielded  to  such  an  invitation.  For  I  consider 
it  an  unchristian  and  uiigentlemanly  act  in  any 
man  to  go  into  a  united  and  harmonious  con¬ 
gregation  and  preach  a  different  doctrine  from 
that  which  they  have  been  accustomed  to  hear. 

8.  Mr.  K.  I  consider  that  the  truth  can  in¬ 
jure  no  people — I  am  ready  and  willing  to 
preach  it  here  or  any  where  else,  os  1  under¬ 
stand  it  The  truth  can  never  suffer  by  inves¬ 
tigation — falsehood  alone  trembles  and  seeks  to 
shun  that  ordeal.  I  firmly  and  religiously  be¬ 
lieve  in  ”  the  restitution  of  all  things  which 
God  hath  spoken  by  the  mouth  of  all  his  holy 
prophets  since  the  world  began,’’  and  I  believe 
this  truth  is  calculated  to  benefit  mankind  and 
promote — 

K.  [Interrupting  me]  Ah,  we  don’t  want  to 
hear  any  preaching  here.  Mr.  S.  I  should  be 
happy  to  see  you  here,  and  at  my  house,  at  any 
other  time  and  under  any  other  circumstances; 
but  1  cannot  bid  you  welcome  on  such  an  er¬ 
rand.  If  you  are  a  genlUman,  as  I  take  you  to 
be,  you  will  not  consent  to  preach  here. 

6.  As  before  remarked,  the  truth  can  injure 
no  One,  and  has  nothing  to  f<;ar  fro'n  investiga¬ 
tion.  I  believe  it  is  calculated  to  promote 
peace  on  earth  and  good  will  towards  men ; 
and  as  God  hadi  ”  made  known  unto  us  the 
mystery  of  his  will  according  to  his  good  plea¬ 
sure  which  he  hath  purposed  in  himself,  that 
in  the  dispensation  of  the  fulness  of  the  times, 
he  would  gatliar  together  in  one  all  things  in 
Christ,”— 


K.  [Again  interrupting  me,]  Wo  don’t  want 
to  hear  a  sermon  on  this  occasion. 

The  above  and  similar  conversation  was  con¬ 
tinued  fur  some  fiflccn  or  twenty  minutes,  Mr. 
K.  alternately  gotting^ngry  and  good  natured, 
walking  the  aisles  from  mo  to  his  church  offi¬ 
cers  and  from  them  back  to  me,  in  great  agita¬ 
tion.  The  question  was  asked  whether  the 
house  was  to  be  occupied  in  the  aflernoon,  or 
whether  it  would  bent  liberty  for  me  to  preach, 
as  my  friends  were  quite  anxious  to  hear  me ; 
but  no  reply  was  made,  except  by  Mr.  K.  who 
hoped  I  would  not  consent  to  preach  there. — 
The  sexton,  or  one  of  the  church  officers,  in 
the  mean  time  frequently  Requested  that  the 
house  might  be  cleared,  as  he  wished  to  close 
it.  (It  was  to  be  unoccupied  in  the  aflernoon.) 
Application  had  been  made  fur  the  Lutheran 
church  (which  I  believe  was  also  unoccupied) 
but  that  was  refused  through  the  influence  of 
one  or  two  individuals,  though  nearly  nil  the 
members  were  in  favor  of  granting  it.  Our 
friends  concluded,  on  the  whole,  as  the  day 
was  quite  stormy  and  no  convenient  place 
could  be  had  for  a  meeting,  to  dispense  with  it 
for  that  day,  and  wait  till  some  future  time.— 
On  leaving  the  church  and  going  into  the  house 
of  Esq.  Senrie,  I  found  se.vcral  respectable  peo¬ 
ple  ivho  stated  that  they  'W’cro  present  when  Mr. 
K.  gave  out  the  notice  so  much  talked  of,  and 
that  he  then  said  nothing  about  preaching  on 
future  punishment,  but  gave  notice  that  he 
should  preach  on  Vnitersalism,  at  the  same  time 
representing  it  as  a  dangerous  and  soul-destroy¬ 
ing  heresy,  or  in  other  words  to  that  effect; 
thereby  clearl}'  proving  that  he  had  meanly 
equivocated  that  day,  and  attempted  to  evade 
the  truth  relative  to  the  notice  he  had  given. — 
And  what  still  further  confirms  this  fiict,  is,  that 
in  two  weeks  from  that  day,  he  delivered  to  a 
large  congregation  one  of  the  most  violent  and 
anduncharitable  philippics  against  Universalism 
and  its  advocates  that  we  have  heard  of  fur  a 
long  lime  past,  from  any  quarter.  His  text 
was  Jcr.  xxiii :  16,17.  Such  was  the  effect 
of  his  whole  conduct  in  the  affair,  that  he  has 
lost  some  of  his  principal  supporters,  and  the 
oneonly  dissenter  from  his  creed  which  he  reck¬ 
oned  on  as  residing  in  his  parish,  has  increased 
to  a  multitude.  In  a  very  few  days  from  that 
time,  a  list  of  about  thirty  neie  subscribers  fur  this 
paper  was  sent  from  that  town,  among  whom 
were  a  number  of  magistrates  and  professional 
gentlemen,  and  many  of  the  Irrst  and  most  re¬ 
spectable  citizens  of  the  place,  and  that,  too, 
without  the  preaching  of  a  single  Universulist 
sermon.  The  leaven  is  effectually  at  work 
there,  and  all  the  powers  of  darkness,  bigotry 
and  superstition  cannot  prevent  its  progress  and 
successful  operatiun. 

On  the  third  Sunday  ult.  (though  a  very  in¬ 
clement  day)  I  preached  in  the  place  to  a  re¬ 
spectable  auditory,  in  reply  to  Mr.  K’s.  sermon 
against  Universalism,  as  reported  to  mo  (and  I 


believe  faithfully)  by  letter  from  a  gentleman 
who  was  present  and  took  notes  of  the  sermon. 
Mr.  K.  was  present  to  hoar  the  reply,  and  staid 
till  I  had  gotten  about  half  through,  when  he 
arose  and  left  the  meeting.  Probably  the  reesen 
may  be  found  by  consulting  John  viii :  9.  It  is 
probable  the  reply  will  be  published  in  this  pa¬ 
per.  S. 

DOUBLE  PAPERS. 

Some  of  our  subscribers,  for  convenience  or 
some  other  reason,  have  heretofi>rc  received  tie* 
papers  on  one  sheet.  We  would  therefore  give 
notice  to  such,  that  at  the  commencement  of  the 
next  vulnine  on  the  first  of  January,  as  eaek  pa¬ 
per  will  cover  \\\owhoUof  a  sheet,  (royal,) and 
of  course  there  can  be  but  one  printed  on  a 
sheet,  we  shall  send  two  separate  sheets  to  each 
man  who  has  heretofore  received  two  papers  on 
one  shut,  excepting  in  cases  where  we  have  (tea 
names  to  whom  the  sheet  has  been  sent.  In 
some  instances  we  have  two  names  to  a  sheet, 
and  in  others  but  one.  In  the  latter  case  we 
shall  send  two  papers  to  the  individual  until  we 
receive  the  name  of  the  other  subscriber ;  and 
in  such  cases  shall  hold  tlie  person,  in  whose 
name  the  papers  are  sent,  responsible  for  hotk 
copies,  until  we  receive  such  information- this 
last  remark  will  apply  to  the  past  as  well  as  the 
future.  S. 

ILr  Will  the  gentleman  who  has  ffirmerly 
acted  as  our  agent  at  Freedom,  Cattaraugus  eowa- 
ty,  have  the  goodness  to  communicate  to  us  tOl- 
mediately  an  account  of  the  business  he  has 
transiicted  ffir  us,  the  monies  he  has  recieved 
for  this  paper,  infi)rming  us  by  whom  it  was 
paid,  &c.  T  It  may  save  us  some  trouble,  and 
himself  some  expense  and  mor^Jication.  We 
hate  to  commence  a  legal  process,  nr  to  publish 
his  name  on  our  Uack  list,  fur  all  his  neighbors 
and  townsmen  to  read.  We  are’  willing  to  al¬ 
low  him  all  his  per  centage,  or  fees,  to  which 
his  agency  entitles  him,  according  to  the  terms 
of  publication  ;  and  we  hope  his  early  compli¬ 
ance  with  this  request  will  yet  enable  us  to  give 
him  an  honorable  testimonial  in  our  columns. 

_  8. 

A  NEW  EDITOR. 

Br.  Abel  C.  Thomas,  of  Philadelphia,  has 
become  an  Assistant  Editor  of  the  Christian 
Messenger,  in  conjunction  with  Brs.  P.  Price, 
and  T.  J.  Sawyer  of  New-York  city.  Right 
heartily  do  we  welcome  him  to  tlie  joys  of  the 
corps  editorial,  and  fervently  pray  he  may  be 
exempted  from  its  evils,  natural  and  moral. 

Agewt  at  Trot. — Br.  P.  Crandall  finding  it 
inconvenient  longer  to  act  as  agent  for  tliis  pa¬ 
per,  Br.  Henry  Evans  will  hereafter  act  in  that 
capacity  in  the  city  and  neighborhood  of  Troy. 

Thanksgiving — Gov.  'Phroop  has  appointed 
Thursday  next,  13th  inst.,  as  a  day  of  public 
thanksgiving  and  praise  to  he  observed  through¬ 
out  this  State. 
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POETRY. 


[For  the  Afa^atinc  and  Jdvoeale.J 

SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS.  | 

The  circDinstance  de^ribed  below,  is  one  lo  wliicb  j 
4lie  writer  was  personally  knowing.  It  is  here  relairti 
with  as  little  enibellishuient  or  exaggeration  as  tlie  style 
^raarration  can  adroit. 

The  pestilence  came  o’er  the  land, 

And  spread  destruction  wide. 

Beneath  its  fell  relentless  hand, 

A  thousand  drooped  and  died. 

The  aged  matron  Itent  with  years. 

The  maid  in  yotilhfol  tdooro. 

The  gay  hi  smiles,  the  sad  in  tears. 

All  Iband  a  common  tomb. 

The  fierce  destroyer,  in  his  rage, 

Tlie  poor  and  wealthy  tried. 

And  beardless  youth  and  toothless  age. 

Were  buried  side  by  sale. 

And  they  who  feareil  the  monster's  hand. 

In  gorgon  terrors  clad. 

Assembled  in  a  gloomy  band. 

To  fast  and  to  look  sod. 

Prom  in  their  midst  one  there  arose. 

His  Maker  to  invoke; 

Offeurful  and  impemling  woes 
Regardless,  thus  he  spoke  : 

“  Vet  not  the  pestilence  depart 
From  this  onr  continent. 

Till  men  of  iinregen'rute  heart 
Are  driven  to  repent.” 

The  Publican  and  Pharisee, 

Came  instant  to  my  mind ; 

Bat  how  could  surh  emotions  be 
In  Ckrudan  breasts  refined  t 
Befbre  another  Subbath  came. 

This  same  seir-rigliteous  man. 

Struck  by  tlie  pestilential  flame. 

Felt  lifeless,  pale  and  wan '. 

His  dying  slieets  became  his  shmnd ; 

Roogli  boards  enwrapped  his  clay  ; 

Bat  where’s  the  slow  and  solemn  crowd. 

To  fellow  him  away  1 
His  pale  companions  stood  alooF— 

His  brothers  in  the  fiiitli— 

Nor  ventured  from  beneath  the  roof: 

Are  they  afraid  of  death  1 
,  A  few  of  those  whom  he  despised, 

“  Of  unregen’mte  heart,” 

With  tears  of  pity  in  llteir  eyes. 

Performed  tlie  neighbor’s  part. 

With  none  but  wife  and  kindred  near. 

By  ties  of  nature  bound. 

They  bore  him  on  the  sable  bier 
And  laid  him  in  the  ground. 

Oh !  when  my  soon  exhausted  glass. 

Its  latest  sand  shall  tell. 

May  I  be  blest  with  reason  calm. 

To  bid  my  feiends  furewell. 

Let  Christians  lay  me  in  the  tomb. 

And  o’er  my  quiet  he:id. 

May  rains  descend,  and  verdure  bloom. 

And  bigot  never  tread. 

Fort  PUin,  JT.  Y.  L.  C.  D. 


FEELING  AND  SENTIMENT. 

Tlicre  are  two  men  of  my  arqnaintiince,  of  nearly  the 
same  age,  propt^y  anil  stamling  in  society.one  ofwiioin 
is  a  iruin  of  feeling,  and  the  otiicr  a  man  of  sentiment. — 
^ntiment  is  rather  a  more  gifled  man  than  Feeling, 
writes  nnd  talks  well,  and  on  no  subject  does  bespeak 
so  often  ami  so  well,  as  on  llie  duly  of  doing  good  In  eacli 
Mlier.  Feeling  never  wrote  a  ptiragraph  in  a  newspa¬ 
per,  nor  spoke  wliere  ten  people  could  bear  him ;  bnl 
there  is  scarcely  a  scene  of  (luverly  or  woe  tluit  he  lias 
not  visited,  and  hundreds  of  people  pray  for  him  every 
day  of  their  lives.  Sentiment  is  the  admimlion  of  his 
acquaintances.  Feeling,  the  delight  of  his  feiends.  No 


better  illnstration  can  be  given  of  the  difference  between 
tliem,  tiian  was  shown  in  tlieir  conduct  on  one  pnrlicnlnr 
occasion.  A  mutniil  friend  of  theirs  had  died  staldenly, 
under  circumstances  of  itecniiar  nfflictam,  and  leaving  a 
large  family  nearly  desliinte.  iiieiilimenl  heard  of  his 
death  as  lie  was  going  In  an  evening  puny,  where  he 
spoke  of  hisdeparied  friend,  and  of  liie  irreparahle  loss 
to  his  widow  and  cliiklren,  in  such  a  way  as  lo  bring 
tears  into  tlie  eyes  of  all  who  heard  him ;  bnl  in  a  short 
time  the  conversation  Inriied  upon  oilier  sulijecis,  and 
irieiiliment  became  us  lively  aial  enlerlahiing  as  ever.— 
Feeling  also  heard  of  it  as  he  was  going  lo  this  same 
party,  and  turned  alioiii  and  went  home,  for  he  loved  his 
feiend  too  well  in  feel  in  llie  mnml  in  Join  in  a  gay  crowd 
while  he  was  yet  unburieil.  'flie  next  day  ISiiiliiiieiit  sat 
down  nnd  wrote  a  lieaiiliful  teller  to  Ihe  bereaveil  widow, 
while  Feeling  wen:  almnl  ami  cnilecled  nsuliscripiioafiir 
her  use.  ^nlinienl  piiblisheil  an  elnqiienl  obiluary  no¬ 
tice  of  Ids  friend,  while  Feeling  paid  his  funeral  ex|>en- 
ses.  Feeling  ndopied  one  ofliissons,  ami  educated  him, 
while  Seniimeni  named  one  of  his  own  ufier  him. 


In  February,  1786,  Professor  Meier,  of  Halle,  wns 
sent  for  by  one  of  his  pupils,  a  medical  sludenl,wlin  lay 
dangerously  ill.  'flie  patient  toki  his  doctor  that  he 
should  certainly  die,  having  had  a  warning  dream  in 
that  effect.  I  wrote  il  down,  Imaddeil,  the  morning  afier 
I  il  happened,  nnd  laid  il  in  a  drawer,  of  which  this  is  the 
key :  when  I  am  gone,  read  ii  over. 

Un  the  4ih  of  .March  the  stndeiil  died.  Prnfe.osor  Mei¬ 
er  opened  llie  drawer  of  the  writing  de-sk,  in  which  he 
found  :his  narration : — 

“  I  ihonghl  1  w  .is  walking  in  the  churchyard  of  Halle, 
nnd  admiring  the  greal  nimdier  of  excellent  epitaphs, 

:  which  are  cni  on  Ihe  grave  stones  there.  Pas.-ing  from 
j  one  lo  anolher,  I  was  siriick  by  a  plain  tomb  slime,  of 
'  which  1  went  In  lead  Ihe  inscription.  IVith  surprise  I 
'  found  u|)on  il  my  own  two  fiirenaines  and  my  surname, 

I  and  that  I  died  on  Ihe  4th  of  .March.  With  progre.-sive 
!  anxiety  I  tried  lo  read  ihe  dale  ofihe  yesir;  Inil  I  ihniichl 
,  there  was  moss  over  iIm!  foiinli  cypherofl78-.  I  picknl 
j  lip  a  sioneto  scr.ipcthefigiiresclean.and  jiisi  as  I  liegan 
I  In  distinguish  a  six,  with  fearful  palpilalion  I  awoke.” 

I  Professor  Meier  relaleil  this  anecdoie  in  his  lectures, 
i  as  a  proof  of  Hie  inffiieiice  of  Hie  mind  in  disease;  this 
[  dream  having  caused  ils  own  fulfiln.enl. 


Let  ««  have,  the  beil. — An  enslorn  fiirmcr  went  lo  a 
cleri!)Hmn,  and  inquired  of  him  w  hy  he  did  not  preach 
I  ns  nnich  l.aiin  and  Greek  as  Hie  niinisler  w  ho  preached 
j  tolliem  previous  to  him.  “  \\  hy,”  said  he,‘  l  thought 
I  woiHil  make  use  of  such  language  as  I  prrsnniiil  y^ni 
!  could  undersiand,  and  did  not  suppose  lhal  Ihe  fiiriners 
]  generally  nnderslooil  Latin  and  tireek.”  “  (»,”  said  the 
;  fiirnier,  ”  I  pay  for  the  liesi,  and  let  us  have  il ;  give  us 
os  much  Lidin  and  Greek  as  yon  can  spare.” 


A  genllemnn  in  Leeils,  in  his  ilescri|)iion  of  his  eloped 
wife,  says — “  e‘hc  has  a  tongue  that  cuts  like  a  razor.” 


DEATHS. 


I  In  I,e  Rnv,  on  Ihe  231  nil.,  Mrs.  Sa/lif  Murdock,  aged 
:  45  ycars.arter  a  distressing  illness  nfaboni  three  weeks, 
which  she  Imre  with  Chrisiian  forlltnde  and  a  perfi-cl  re- 
cnnciliulinn  In  Ihe  will  of  Goil.  Hm  died  as  she  had 
lived,  a  firm  lielicver  in  llie  imp.arlml  grace  of  Gml,  and 
I  in  the  blessed  prospect  of  a  happy  iinmortaliiy  lieynnd 
llie  gnive,  where  sorrow,  pain,  or  death  sliall  noi  lie 
known  by  any  of  Ihe  ransonieil  fiimily  of  man.  r>lie 
tesiifieil  In  all  around  her  that  llie  Ahrnliamic  fiiiihgare 
happiness  and  joy  in  life,  and  ii  l!eavenly  cnnsnialion  in 
Ihe  lionrof  deidh.  By  her  death  society  has  Inst  a  bright 
example  of  piety  nnd  virtoe,  a  Inislmnd  an  afS'Clionnle 
nnd  loving  wife,  and  her  family  n  lender  and  iiidiilgem 
mniher,  wlm  left  with  them  a  fiiilhful  charge  to  lie  recon¬ 
ciled  In  the  will  of  Gml  in  all  the  dispcii.salinns  of  his 
I  providence.  On  Sunday  following  her  decease,  the  enn- 
1  solalions  of  Hie  Gospel  were  leihlered  lo  Hie  mourning 
i  friends  by  Hie  wriler  nflliis  article,  from  Mall,  xi :  28. — 
i  May  Ihe  wonl  preached  have  a  snlnlary  influence  on  Ihe 
j  minds  of  those  wlm  lienrd.aud  bear  fruit  lo  the  praise 
and  glory  of  onr  heavenly  Fuilier.  K.  T. 

At  Ogdenslinrg,  of  Cholera,  on  the  20lh  of  July  Inst, 
I  Mr.  home  Wri»kt,  in  llie  45ih  year  of  Ins  age.  He  dieil 
I  as  he  had  liveil.  Arm  in  Ihe  faith  of  a  world’s  salvation, 
llirniigh  Jesus,  “  the  resiirreclioti  and  llie  life.” 

I  In  Hoosack.on  ihe  i2th  iillimn,  MissZb'aaa.dniighlrr 
I  of  Peleg  and  IK*sire  Sweet,  in  the  24lli  year  of  her  age. 

I  In  her  death,  her  parents  have  lost  an  affeclionale child, 

;  whose  blooming  yoiilli  promiseil  a  rich  solace  lo  Hieir 
declining  years,  ishe  was  the  pride  and  delight  of  Hie 
sphere  in  which  she  moveil.and  has  left  a  fiiiinerons 
circle  of  friends  and  relatives  lo  mourn  bur  departure. — 
g>he  WHS  not  a  meinlier  of  any  religions  denominalion, 
but  (I  think)  u  lieliever  in  the  Armiiiian  fhilh,  nnd  died 
Iriumpliing  in  a  Keileemer’s  love.  In  her  manners  were 
all  lhal  yotilhfol  sweetness,  nnd  virgin  motlesly,  which 
were  culcnluledlo  .secure  the  esteem  and  respect  of  oil 
who  knew  lier ;  nnd  in  her  death,  society  has  lost  one  of 
its  brightest  ornaments.  A.  G.  P. 


In  the  town  of  Hume,  on  the  99lh  ofOclober  last,  after 
a  long  and  painful  illness,  Amanda  Af.,only  daughter  of 
Luther  Conch,  need  three  years.  May  the  rieliest  cou- 
solaiions  of  llie  Gospel  descend  from  ulioVe  lo  cnmtbrt 
Ihe  Imrenveil  parents  in  this  trying  affliction,  and  rccna- 
cile  them  to  this  painful,  and  mysterioua  visitMiofi  of  Pro- 
vidence. 

Rest,  gentle  spirit,  feee  from  strife. 

And  all  the  anxious  cares  of  life — 

Bleep  on,  till  Jesus  bids  thee  come. 

And  lakes  dice  lo thy  heavenly  home.  L.  Is  S. 


LIBERAL  INSTITUTE. 


The  respeclive  schools  ofthe  male  department  of  this 
Instiiniinn,  will  commence  on  Mondaf  tkt  Vtth  day  if 
Dtcember,  eniuinjf. 

etudeiHs  who  room  in  the  Inslitnir,  will  fiimish  them, 
selves  Willi  a  lied,  and  such  other  forniiare  aa  may  ha 
necessary  for  their  eoiivenicnee.  Those  who  prefer  la 
liMlge  in  private  fiimilies,  may  hi  general  be  aCcorntM- 
daied.  No  rent  w  ill  be  cliurgeil  for  the  Use  of  rooms.— 
Board  nnd  'rnilion  on  the  most  reusonuble  terms. 

Mr.Tliuinmel,of  Hartwick  Seminary, Principal,  and 
Professor  ofl.angnHges. 

Mr.  Perkins,  Professor  of  Mathemalieu. 

Mr.  Tilious  will  give  Lessons  in  the  French  Langutfa 
if  required. 

JOSEPH  STF.BBINS, 

J.  VV.  HALE, 

1>.  PIXLKY, 

T.  S.MITH, 

K.  S.  BABNCM, 
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Clinton,  ffovember  13, 1832. 

Agents  and  others  are  resiieelfiilly  reqnestrd  toftr- 
wanl  the  ainounlof  their  subscriptions  toiliuTrcaaar- 
er,  as  soon  as  coiiveiiieiit. 

N.  U.  tsliinrs  friendly  to  tlie  Institoie  are  requested 
toin.sen  thenimve  in  their  papers. 


Heli^inus  Notices. 


Br.  J.  BntkneU  will  preueli  at  Sulinnon  llie  fifth  Sun¬ 
day,  3Uih  nisi. 

Chrisimiis  Eve  will  lie  eelehraled  on  Ihe  evening  af 
Ihe  24ih  in.i|.  in  Ihe  Ciiivcrsnlist  church  id  Bullivun,  by 
illiiiiiiiialion,  nnd  ii  sermon  iipprnpriiiie  lo  tlie  oecaaioa, 
hy  Br.  J.  BnihntU.  Berviees  lo  comiiicace  nl  fi  u’clotk, 

Br.  //.  Gijfuid,  from  AIbnny,  will  prrneb  at  llie  Cesri 
House  ill  \\  lidfslM>ioiigli,on  IliesecoiHl  r>aiHlHy  instant, 
(iii-innrrow.)  Hu  will  also  preach  at  Bennett's  Cumers, 
(German  Flats.)  nn  the  Ihinl  Bundny,  hist.,  hihI  leclura 
ul  Fruiikfnri  village  m  llie  eveBiiig;nl  early  candle  light. 

Br.  y.  Brilton,jr.  will  preach  alAnnsville,  near  Esq. 
Hyde’s,  on  Friday,  Decemlier  14ili— -at  McContielsvillr, 
on  Biiliirdiiy,  ISlIi — at  Cuinilen,  BiindHy,  16Hi — at  I\  il- 
liamsiown,  .Monday,  17ik— HI  BiiiidlHink,  Tiiesiliiy,  18ih 
— at  Pulaski,  W  ediiesilHy,  16Hs— lit  EUisvilIc,’!  hursday, 
2(IHi — III  liellville,  Friitay,  21si — at  Henderson,  Balur- 
day,  22d — at  Adams,  c>uiidiiy,  23d — lit  Bniilbvillr,  on 
.Mniiday,  24lli — at  Wiileiiown,  '1  ursduy,  25ilH-al  lint- 
land,  W  ediiesday,  26lh — at  Chumpion,  'I'hursdiiy,  27lli 
— at  Carilaige,  Friihiy,  dStis—iil  Ueniiinrk,  on  Baiurihiy, 
29di — and  ul  Liiwville,  on  Buiidiiy,  Stkls—ul  such  limes 
and  place.-  hs  the  friends  in  the  respective  pliiern  may 
HpiMNnI— premising  lliul  on  Kttk  days  llie  lime  be  not 
lartier  Hiaii  lliree  o’clock,  P.  M. 

Br.  Potter  will  preacli  nl  Fort  Plain  im  the  tkird  and 
jl/VA  BHiidiiys  in  Uecenilier  next. 


LETTKBS  CONTAI.M.NG  KEMIlT'ANCKb, 
Reer.ioedatlkiiojice  during  Ike  teeik  ending  Dt€,V 
G.  C.,  Williamson,  *3— P.  C.,  Troy,  #13— A.  A., 
Knoxville,  (Pa.)  Rl — C.  B.,  Fowler,  Iniiiiiis  postage] 
0.8S— K.  'I'.,  Memiville,  (Pa.)  Rtk— S.  V.  B.,  NnjHi  Mor- 
riiy,  <2— P.  M..  AlUoii,  for  V\ .  W.,B3— G.T.,  Coblet- 
kill,  liiiinus  |iostageJ  0.80— J.  H.  S.,  Clieslertown,  |mi- 
iiiis  poslagcj  R2.81— P,  M.,  GreenfiekI,  lor  A.  C.  K.,94 
— J.  K.  C.,  Lyme,  iM — A.  S.  B.,  Middlepurt,  03. 


The  IRa^Azme  aad  Adrocate, 

IS  PUBLISHED  EVERY  SATURDAY 
BY  IlOLPHL'S  SKINNER,  Propriilar. 

TERMS. — To  MhII  ami  Office  Siilwcribem,  OIA* 
nnninn.ia  adtaMet,nr  82,  if  not  |)akl  within  ikriimmtki 
fi-nni  the  lime  of  siilisrribing.  No  siihscriplion  received 
for  less  than  one  year,  (unless  the  money  lie  paid  in  ad- 
vam  e,)  hiuI  no  paper  diseonlinued  till  all  Hirearugea  are 
paid,  exeepi  at  Ihe  discretion  of  Ihe  PuMtslier.  Ageol*, 
or  ('ompnnies,  paying  lor  ti/^kt  eogiee,  nre  eniilled  to  the 
uiMlk,  gratis.  All  eominiimrnlions,  by  mail,  to  the  Edi- 
lors,  miiM  Ihi  post-pnkl,  or  fTee.  (CT'ro  City  Subocn- 
liers,  who  reeeive  Hieir  papers  by  a  earner, 92  per  annua 
payable  half-yearly  in  advance. 

A.  B.  GKOSH,  Printer, 

Vnn  Rensselsrr’sBIock.cnrncr  of  Seneca  and  I  il>eill 
streets.  XTEntrance  by  the  siairsen  Seneca-strcci. 


